
TOWN OF MARTELL 

July 13, 2021 meeting 
 

The regular monthly Town Board meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Tuesday, July 13, 2021 

by Chairman Brad Taplin. Board members Dale Olson and John Worsing, treasurer Heather Sitz 

and clerk Sara Cardwell were also present. 

 

Minutes:  Motion by Olson and seconded by Worsing to approve the minutes from the June 8, 

2021 meeting.  Motion carried.   

 

Treasurer’s Report:  The board accepted the treasurer’s report with June disbursements of 

$86,451.63 and receipts of $68,828.80 for a month-end balance of $78,416.77. 

 

Payment of bills: Motion by Worsing and seconded by Olson to pay the June bills.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Road Work:  Rock work and dust control is done.  Mowing is almost done.  Some noxious 

weeds have been sprayed.  Have a wash out on the corner of 780th and County Road J.  

Patrolman has received a bid of $2500 to $3000 to fix from the county.  The Patrolman will 

contact the county to do the work.  Scotts will carry the town until January to do a double seal on 

530th Street as long as the town makes a down payment.  Total cost would be $50,000 and down 

payment would be approximately $10,000. 

 

The Chairman stated that the culvert work is still pending as cost information has not yet been 

received from the County.  We can’t commit to anymore road work until the culvert costs are 

known so 530th will probably have to wait until next year.  Scotts Construction will be in Martell 

next month to do the other job that the town has already contracted for.  The second driveway on 

780th has not been removed yet.  The Patrolman will contact the owner stating it needs to be out 

by August first or the Town will take it out and charge the owner. 

 

The County has changed the intersection of 870th and County Road Y.  The Chairman asked if 

the Town should make an official complaint.  This would demonstrate that the Town is making 

the County aware of the potential risk from the change.  There is limited visibility to the left if 

cars need to turn to the north.  The county will be blacktopping Y soon and then traffic will be 

going fast on County Road Y making it very difficult for cars to turn onto Y from 870th and 

avoid accidents.  Additional tree cutting and right away is needed to improve visibility.  The 

County has already cut a bunch of trees and it is unclear how the property owners will feel about 

losing more trees and land for additional right of way.  Board member Olson made a motion to 

officially notify the county highway department of the Town’s concerns.  Worsing seconded it.  

Motion carried.   

 

Dan Knutson knocked over a stop sign.  The Clerk will bill him as soon as the costs for the new 

sign are provided.       

 

Employee’s report: The Patrolman performed 120 hours of road maintenance and 20 hours of 

road construction in June.  The Patrolman will be on vacation from the 17th through the 27th of 



July.  The town will need a part time plow driver for the winter.  The Patrolman will ask Eric 

Eckhoff if he is interested in helping.     

 

Discuss Maintenance and Repair Issues:  

 

New plow truck had an issue with the rear springs.  Greased the springs and it seemed to take 

care of it.  Freightliner thought there could have been overspray from the paint job.  Patrolman 

will keep an eye on potential issues with the new truck and inform Freightliner right away of any 

other issues.     

 

Discuss and Approve Driveway permits: No permits. 

 

Discuss and Approve Loan for new Pick-up:  Worsing motioned to approve Resolution 2021-

1 for the purpose of borrowing $42,5000 to purchase a new pick-up from the Board of 

Commissioners of Public Lands of Wisconsin, Olson seconded it.  Motion carried.  The Board 

signed the paperwork to complete the loan process and the clerk will file the paperwork with the 

Board of Commissioners of Public Lands 

 

Discuss and approve Bonding of Clerk and Treasurer: 

 

$125,000 bonds carry a premium of $1,144.77 for two years. Worsing moved to approve issuing 

bonds for the Clerk and Treasurer.  Olson seconded it.  Motion carried.    

 

Read correspondence: 

 

Correspondence included:  All Croix Inspection reported activity, Land Use Permits issued in 

June and an announcement of an Open house for Piece Pepin’s Broadband initiative on 

Wednesday. 

 

Date for next meeting:  Motion by Worsing, seconded by Olson to hold the next Board meeting 

on August 10, 2021.  Motion carried. 

 

Open discussion:   

 

Lori Larson asked when the work on 780th Avenue will be done.  Scott’s will do the work either 

the 2nd or third week of August.  There are issues with the port-a-potty at the dump.  Patrolman 

will look at it.  The prebuy contract for propane will be on the agenda next month.  The 

Patrolman stated he heard a rumor that the County is requiring Towns to move to the new flag 

style fire numbers and the Towns will have to pay for it.  No Board member has heard this rumor 

and due to the potential costs this could bring, the Board would not like this to occur.  The Pierce 

County Fair is the 12th through the 15th of August.   

 

Worsing motioned to adjourn the meeting, Olson seconded it.  Motion carried. 

 

Sara Cardwell, Clerk 


